BRITISH MOUNTAIN GUIDES

Avalanche Transceivers, Shovels and Probes
Background

sportscotland’s National Outdoor Training Centre, Glenmore
Lodge, has undertaken a three-year trial (2013-2015) that involved
routinely equipping winter hillwalking, mountaineering and climbing
course participants with transceivers, shovels and probes.
Courses have also included a short session of instruction in the
use of the equipment.

The BMG understands that the trial will conclude (Page 18 of The
Professional Mountaineer issue 13, Spring 2016), and a report will
be produced, in 2016.

BMG Scottish Area Committee

The trial was discussed at a meeting of the BMG’s Scottish Area
Committee (held at Nevis Range on Saturday 30th April) and it
was the feeling of the majority of members present that:

* There was concern that the Glenmore Lodge “trial” may set a
precedent and be seen by some (HSE, Courts etc.) as “the
norm” for all winter activity

* In general, when we conduct training in the mountains we
should be training participants in the normal, traditional skills
of mountaineering with an emphasis on hazard assessment
and avoidance

* It would be helpful for the BMG to develop a guideline on the
use of transceivers, shovels and probes



BRITISH MOUNTAIN GUIDES

BMG Guideline

The use of avalanche transceivers, shovels and probes in the
mountains.

Members of the BMG:

* Should always be aware of the current avalanche situation
and practice the appropriate avalanche protocols

* Recognise that there will be occasions when it is prudent for
all members of a group to carry (and know how to use)
avalanche transceivers, shovels and probes (an example of
such an occasion may be ski touring)

* Decide on the equipment required for safe travel in the
mountains on a route by route, day by day and case by case
basis. There should be no presumption that there is an
agreed or prescribed list of equipment that must be carried.

* Are of the view that it is not “normal practice” for hill walkers,
mountaineers and climbers to routinely carry avalanche
transceivers, shovels and probes and would encourage
members to keep this in mind when delivering training in the
mountains.

Adopted by BMG Committee of Management
Chamonix 13th May 2016



